
International	Critical	Management	Studies	2019	
Call	for	Conference	Proposals	

		
Following	the	announcement	at	the	last	CMS	conference	in	Liverpool,	July	2017,	
the	 International	 Board	 of	 Critical	 Management	 Studies	 (IBCMS)	 invites	
proposals	to	host	the	next	International	Critical	Management	Studies	Conference	
scheduled	for	summer	2019.	
	
Since	1999	about	500	delegates	have	met	every	two	years	to	discuss	 ideas	and	
contemporary	social	and	political	practices	 that	help	advance	understanding	of	
oppressive	 and	 exploitative	 forms	 of	 managing	 and	 organising.	 Critical	
Management	 Studies	 embraces	 a	 broad	 spectrum	 of	 ‘critical	 theories’	 which	
share	a	commitment	to	identifying	and	experimenting	with	spaces	of	resistance	
and	 alternatives	 to	 the	 dominant	 capitalist,	 patriarchal	 and	 colonial	 matrix	 of	
control	and	domination.	
		
The	 conference	 is	 an	 occasion	 to	 meet,	 make	 friends	 and	 engage	 with	 people	
from	around	the	world	who	share	radical	and	progressive	views	of	management,	
‘business’	 and	 organization	 and	 more	 broadly	 support	 critical	 practices	 in	
education	 and	wider	 social	 relations.	 The	 conference	 has	 a	 pluralist	 ethos	 and	
embraces	 a	 variety	 of	 theoretical	 resources	 to	 study	 relations	 of	 inequality,	
oppression	 and	 domination:	 including	 feminism,	 Marxism,	 post-colonialism,	
post-structuralism,	 psychoanalysis,	 and	 other	 progressive	 approaches.	In	 the	
past	the	conference	has	included	streams	such	as	critical	accounting,	marketing,	
information	system,	human	resource,	ablesim,	diversity,	ethics,	as	well	as	ad-hoc,	
thematic	and	experimental	streams,	workshops	and	events.	For	2019	we	would	
also	 like	 to	 incorporate	 new	 formats	 and	 structures	 (e.g.	 open	 space	 sessions,	
interactive/	 guided	 discussions	 with	 large	 groups,	 film	 screenings,	 art	
installations,	 interactions	 with	 local/regional/national	 artists/activists/public	
intellectuals/media	 reps)	 that	 develop	 the	 	 conference	 in	 ways	 that	 offer	 an	
alternative	to	the	reproduction	of	narrowly	focused	‘eurocentric’	structures	and	
predominant	discourses	 	and	are	more	readily	 inclusive	of	voices	 from	outside	
academia	 and	 reconnecting	 our	work	 to	 other	 critical	 social	 practices.	We	 are	
especially	 interested	 in	 proposals	 that	 pay	 attention	 to	 the	 need	 to	 provide	 a	
`conference’	 environment	 that	 fosters	 inclusivity	 of	 embodiment	 and	 voice	
through	 such	 things	 as	 physical	 access,	 program	 structure,	 thematic	 streams,	
timetabling,	etc.	
		
The	 IBCMS	 invites	 proposals	 from	 groups	 of	 critical	 scholars	 to	 host	 the	 next	
conference	(summer	2019).	We	define	such	groups	as	scholars	who	are	affiliated	
through	 either	 a	 single	 institution	 (e.g.,	 Edgehill	 University)	 or	 combination	 of	
institutions	 (e.g.,	 scholars	 from	 two	or	more	universities	working	 together),	 or	
from	those	affiliated	through	a	scholarly	and/or	activist	body	(e.g.,	an	association	
of	feminist	scholars).		
	
The	deadline	for	the	submission	of	proposals	is	December	30,	2017.	Please	
submit	to:	boardcms@gmail.com	
		



An	outline	proposal	should	be	no	more	than	500	words	and	should	address	the	
following	requirements	(see	doc.	attached):	
		

1. An	 intellectual	 ‘theme’	which	 resonates	with	 the	 CMS	 community	 and	
that	will	potentially	attract	new	delegates	to	the	conference.		

2. Outline	of	the	proposing	group’s	abilities	to	host	and	interest	in	hosting	
the	 2019	 International	 CMS	 conference	 (for	 example,	 a	 description	 of	
group	 members’	 involvement	 with	 CMS	 communities	 and	 their	
university	or	other	institution’s	support).	

		
An	 appendix	 should	 also	 be	 included	 in	 the	 proposal	 to	 include	 the	 following	
information:	
		
3.							Names	and	description	of	the	organizing	group,	including	roles	for:	overall	
coordination,	logistic,	streams	coordination,	communication	and	finance.	
4.							CVs	 detailing	 conference	 organization	 experiences,	 especially	 of	 critical	
management	events	(previous	CMS;	American	Academy	of	Management,	others).	
5.							Logistics	for	the	conference:	accommodation,	food,	plenary,	seminar	rooms	
and	lecture	theatres,	accessibility,	transport	&	travel	
		
The	host	will	be	selected	on	the	quality	of	the	proposal	and	the	credibility	of	the	
planned	 logistics	 -	 a	 proven	 track	 record	 for	 hosting	 successful	 international	
conferences,	 for	 example,	 will	 be	 considered	 an	 advantage.	The	 international	
board	 will	 work	 closely	 with	 the	 organizing	 host	 and	 will	 provide	 additional	
guidance	 and	 support	 drawing	 on	 the	 experiences	 of	 those	 who	 have	 hosted	
conferences	in	the	past.	Organizing	teams	will	be	offered	a	conference	organizing	
pack	 that	will	 include	useful	 information	 and	other	 resources:	 lists,	 structures,	
networks,	etc.	
Please	distribute	this	call	to	anyone	who	may	be	interested	in	hosting	CMS	2019.	
For	any	queries	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	us	at:	boardcms@gmail.com	


